
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1683 August 19, 1904 

The deaths occurred, as regards localities, as follows: 

In private houses, hotels, and other domiciles, 231; in civil hospitals, 
99; in military hospitals, 11; in Santa Casa de Misericordia, 34; in 
asylums, convents, etc., 2; in ships in port, none, and in unknown 
places, 5. 

As regards ages, the deaths were as follows: Less than 1 year, 64; 
more than 1 year and not more than 5. 60; 5 to 10 vears, 19; 10 to 20 
years, 28; 20 to 30 years, 79; 30 to 40 years, 32; 40 to 50 years, 38; 
50 to 60 years, 16; more than 60 years of age, 46. Males, 212; females, 
170. Brazilians, 321; foreigners, 60; nationality unknown, 1. 

The daily death-rate average was 54.57 for the week, in comparison 
with 61 for the previous week and with 42.85 for the corresponding 
week last year. 

The highest range of the thermometer was on the 11th instant, 27.6° 
C, and the lowest on the 16th, 15.5° C, while for the week there was 
an average of 20.12° C. 

There was no rainfall for the week. 

Mortality (luring June, 1901^ — Measures of disinfection and sanitation. 
Report of medical demographer. 

During the month of June, 1904, the sanitary condition of Rio de 
Janeiro was not satisfactory. 

In comparison with the previous month, May, the daily death rate 
was raised from 48.03 to 55.36. This increase is almost exclusively 
due to the increase in the mortality from variola, which disease, 
although daily increasing in epidemicity is not yet comparable to the 
epidemics of the years 1887, 1891, or 1895. In this connection it is 
well to remember that now, under the regulations of the new sanitary 
laws, all cases of variola are reported to the department of health, on 
account of the heavy fines and penalties imposed for nonnotification, a 
state of affairs which did not exist formerly, under the old regulations 
and laws, since the health authorities did not then have, as they have 
to-day, these laws and resources at their disposal. 

Yellow fever caused 4 deaths. Since the beginning of this year 
there have been only 38 deaths from this disease. During the period 
of 5 years past the following numbers of deaths have occurred during 
the months of June in these vears: 1899, 25; 1900, 28; 1901, 17; 1902, 
131; 1903, 10. 

Comparing the mortality from transmissible diseases in June with 
the similar mortality during the month of May we find the following 
figures: Yellow fever, 4 in June as compared with 10 during May; 
plague, 4 compared with none; variola, 327 compared with 194; 
measles, 2 compared with 3; scarlet fever, 2 compared with 0; whooping 
cough, 5 compared with 4; diphtheria, 1 compared with 1; grip, 46 
compared with 41; enteric fever, 2 compared with 4; dysentery, 7 
compared with 6; beriberi, 9 compared with 3; leprosy, 2 compared 
with 0; malarial fevers, 24 compared with 27, and tuberculosis, 228 
compared with 204. 

The central disinfection station received during the month 739 noti- 
fications of infectious diseases, namely, 12 of yellow fever, 7 of 
plague, 680 of variola, 26 of tuberculosis, 5 of diphtheria, 1 of mea- 
sles, and 1 of leprosy, compared with 18 notifications of yellow fever, 
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1 of plague, 429 of variola, 45 of tuberculosis, 11 of diphtheria, 3 of 
measles, 1 of. leprosy, 1 of enteric fever, 1 of beriberi, and 2 of 
malarial fevers received during the month of May, 1904. 

There were 3,707 domiciliary disinfections made during the month; 
6,007 pieces of clothing were disinfected and 1,060 pieces burned. 
Up to the last day of the month the total number of rats destroyed 
was 107,638. 

There were 28 examinations made at request for the verification of 
suspected cases of plague. Of this number 21 were negative in their 
results, and 7 cases suspected were confirmed by these bacteriological 
examinations. 

The mosquito brigade made 983 cleansings of localities where in for- 
mer years deaths of yellow fever had occurred; 64 foci of larvae were 
destroyed, 35 visits of the sanitary vigilancia were made, and 6 per- 
sons ill with yellow fever were isolated. 

From house roofs — in number 1,918 — 6,373 baskets of debris were 
removed; 58,097 "ralos" and 74,042 "tinas" were cleansed; 4,309 
water boxes were cleaned; 50,544 automatic water tanks for water 
closets were cleaned; 22,804 tanks and 2,119 various other containers 
were all cleansed. 

In this work there were consumed more than 718 kilos of pyreth- 
rum, 13,540 kilos of sulphur, 641 liters of alcohol, and 5,383 liters of 
petroleum. 

The various health officials and inspectors made 28,350 domiciliary 
visits. Of this number 7,315 were made by the sanitary police and 
the remainder by the vigilancia; 24,843 persons were inspected, 18,266 
persons were vaccinated or revaccinated against variola, and only 64 
against plague. Forty-seven vessels were disinfected while in port, 
and by means of similar apparatus on land, divers conduits for rain 
water were cleansed and disinfected throughout the city, and from 
these conduits the gratings in many cases were taken up and washed, 
and 212 cartloads of dirt and filth taken out. 

The isolation hospitals received during the month 4 persons ill with 
yellow fever, 412 with variola, and 6 sick with plague. Of this num- 
ber isolated, 200 cases of variola proved fatal during the month of 
June, as did also 2 cases of plague, but none of yellow fever. The 
total number of deaths was 1,661. 

The thermometer recorded as its maximum during the month, 29.3° 
C, and as its minimum, 14° C, with a mean thermometric rate for 
the month of 19.68° C. 

As regards the movement of the population of this city during 
June, there was an excess of 3,508 entrances over departures by sea 
and land. 

BRITISH HONDURAS. 

Reports from Belize, fruit -port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Carson reports as follows: Week ended 
August 4, 1904: Present officially estimated population, 8,500; number 
of deaths, 3; prevailing diseases, malarial fever and intestinal dis- 
orders; general sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding 
country during the week, good. 



